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Introduction 
Welcome to Investigating Textile Materials and Methods.  

This course unit is designed to broaden your understanding of textile practice by 

introducing you to more unconventional materials and methods. This is done by 

asking you to experiment with both familiar and unfamiliar materials creating a 

wide body of arts-based research, to build practical skills and widen your 

knowledge. Studying this course unit will deepen your understanding and 

knowledge of contemporary textile approaches and underpinning theories about 

creative practice. Through guided and student led research tasks this course unit 

will continue to develop your knowledge of contextual research by supporting 

you in locating relevant practitioners and practices. You will be encouraged to 

apply your growing knowledge and understanding through an imaginative 

approach to practical exercises and short research tasks.  

Course Breakdown 

The course unit is divided into ten projects, each with a series of lessons, 

research tasks and exercises.  

Commencing with Project 1: Starting this Course Unit you will be introduced to 

the materials you can expect to test and explore. You will then begin to consider 

ways of examining and understanding the qualities and characteristics of the 

materials around you in preparation of the projects to come. Finally you will be 

shown some of the theories and ideas around creative thinking and practice.  

In Project 2: Surface Manipulation you are encouraged to work in a playful and 

experimental way, manipulating a variety of materials in both recognisably textile 

techniques and more unusual ways. You will work through a series of lessons 

that will help you understand the value of an experimental approach to textile 

practice and learn some of the processes used in surface manipulation. 

Project 3: Material Mark-making aims to further develop your understanding 

of material possibilities by combining the mark making techniques you used in 

Unit 1.1 Introducing Textile Practice with some of the methods for creating 
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surface texture  you explored in Project 2. These will often be transient marks 

helping you to explore the sensations and experiences of creating texture. 

The next project, Project 4: Investigating Molding and Casting further 

develops your knowledge and understanding of materials by introducing you to 

ways of creating form and shape using objects and textured items as mold 

materials. Using these more unusual textile materials and methods will 

encourage you to develop your creative skills and have a wider perspective of 

textile practices. 

In Project 5: Learning from Observing Your Samples you will be using simple 

drawing and mark making techniques to encourage you to take a closer look at 

your work so far on this course. As a tool for observation the drawing exercises 

will allow you to explore with purpose, more deeply understanding the nature of 

the samples you have made and improve your general observational skills.  

You will then be asked to build on what you learnt through observing your arts-

based research in Project 6: Exploring Joining Methods and Materials. Here 

you will bring together a number of your samples using both familiar and 

unfamiliar joining and attaching techniques. You will be asked to use a range of 

mediums to do the joining, encouraging an innovative approach to the exercises.  

Project 7: Exploring Colour Through Materiality focuses on how colour and 

materiality relate to each other and how you can use this in your creative 

practice. Using examples of colour in textiles and in your environment, the 

project will assist you in building colour knowledge. You will then have the 

opportunity to explore this by creating loose transient compositions.  

Using the knowledge and understanding acquired so far in this course unit, 

about materials, methods and colour, Project 8: Making Experimental Yarns 

asks you to return to more conventional textile practices. Applying your newly 

developed skills and approaches to make a series of experimental and innovative 

lengths of yarn.  

Project 9: Exploring the Possibilities of Your Yarns takes you through a series 

of exercises that encourage you to expand your arts-based research by using 

your yarns to develop your samples. You will be asked to use your reflective and 

critical thinking to make judgements and creative decisions to rework or create 

new samples.  
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To complete this course unit Project 10: Looking Back and Moving Forward 

will help you to consolidate the learning you have achieved in Investigating 

Textile Materials and Methods, prepare for assessment and the next step in your 

studies.  

Course Aims 

The course unit was written by experienced academics and creative practitioners 

in collaboration with OCA and aims to:  

A1 Encourage materials, mediums and methods to be explored in a loose and 

playful way. 

A2 Adopt practices that support the development of original ideas and 

practices. 

A3 Build skills in locating and analysing relevant contextual research. 

A4 Enable the development of reflective thinking and informed evaluation. 

Learning Outcomes 

The learning outcomes for the course unit are: 

LO1 Apply an exploratory and playful approach to a range of materials, 

mediums and methods. 

LO2 Employ creative practices that encourage risk taking and innovation. 

LO3 Discuss relevant contemporary and historical practices and practitioners. 

LO4 Record reflective thinking in relation to your textile sampling. 

Course Resources 

Here’s a general list of what you may need for this specific course unit:  

Tools: 

● Notebook (physical or digital)  

● Camera 

● Drawing mediums 

● Scissors  

● Ruler  

● Craft blades  

● Cutting mat or board  
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● Heat gun/iron  

● Range of needles and threads 

● Embossing tools  

● Glue  

● Tape  

● Hole punch/bradawl/screwdriver  

● Found objects/improvised tools  

Materials: 

● A collection of paper and cards, variety of thicknesses, texture and colour.  

● Plastics/synthetic materials with a range of qualities.  

● Fabric scraps with different characteristics.  

● Wood, thin ply, balsa wood bark and twigs.  

● Foliage, leaves, stems, petals, roots, fruits, etc. 

● Found objects.  

Think about any other materials, tools, or other resources you might need, as 

well as items from the above specialist subject-related equipment that would be 

useful.  

Your unit Reading List is available in the “Resources” section. 

Support and Feedback 

During this course unit you will receive feedback from the tutor team and your 

peers in various ways. At the OCA we strongly encourage peer to peer 

feedback to support and diversify the voices in your learning space. Sharing 

work and articulating your learning alone will help you to understand and 

appreciate your developing creative practice. Your knowledge and understanding 

will be further developed if you participate in conversations and discussions with 

your peers. This might be as simple as leaving a supportive comment on the 

Investigating Textile Materials and Methods Padlet or entering into a lengthy 

discussion on the Investigating Textile Materials and Methods Forum.  

In this course unit you will be regularly prompted to post images of your work or 

summaries of your learning on either the padlet or forum. While you are there 

we ask you to see what your fellow students have added, making 

observations, asking questions and entering into conversations. The tutor team 

https://oca.padlet.org/rebeccafairley/r66yf2uhmza96y7x
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/mod/hsuforum/view.php?id=17858
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for this course unit will also be present in these spaces, delivering informal 

feedback, encouraging discussion and offering guidance. When used regularly 

these spaces are vibrant learning communities that can bring a classroom 

experience to a digital space.  

We’d like you to see the Investigating Textile Materials and Methods Padlet as 

your studio space where you share your work and view the work made by your 

peers. When asked to share work here we suggest you gather some of your 

samples together, photographing them as a group, selecting a range of work 

including things you are especially proud of, but also those pieces you learnt 

most from, including failures.  

The Investigating Textile Materials and Methods Forum is a discussion space; 

you will be asked to share your thoughts here about the theory or more factual 

information presented to you in this course unit. It is important to do this 

because we all see things slightly differently and  getting other students' opinions 

can be helpful in developing your own knowledge.   

Alongside this informal fluid peer and tutor team feedback you will also receive 

more structured feedback from the tutor team in two other ways across the 

course unit. These will occur when you have finished a project; created a learning 

log entry and submitted via OCA Learn. At the end of each project you will either 

receive some brief written feedback or be invited to attend a tutorial. All these 

forms of feedback, from light touch to the more in depth will hopefully ensure 

you regularly get a sense of how well you are doing. 

Assessment 

For assessment you’ll need to submit a cross-section of the work you’ve done on 

this course unit, as outlined in your assessment guidelines.  

You can access both Assessment Guidelines and Assessment Criteria via the 

Assessment Guidance section available on OCA Learn. 

If you’ve any questions regarding assessment, please speak with your tutor. 

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=201
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Getting Started 
As an existing student you will already be familiar with OCA study and what it 

means to be an OCA student, but it doesn’t hurt to refamiliarise yourself with the 

essential base resources available to you. Getting Started: An Introduction to 

OCA Study provides guidance and signposting of essential and useful resources, 

contacts and details on joining in with the OCA Community, so you may want to 

use this as a refresher, or to help guide you around OCA Learn.  

Another important area for you as a student will be your degree department 

space  (available under ‘My Courses’). Here you will find links to your course 

materials and additional resources which are designed to support your learning. 

You can connect with your fellow students, and can also use this area to access 

online group sessions, ask questions to the tutor team and send messages to 

your tutors and peers. 

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=133
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=133
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Starting your course unit 
You should now be ready to start your course unit. Don’t worry if you are still 

getting to grips with using your blog, adjusting to this form of learning, or don’t 

have all the resources you need. There’s plenty of time to develop these as you 

progress. Remember that if you get stuck along the way there’s support available 

from OCA and encouragement from your fellow students.  

We understand that everyone learns in different ways, so a Microsoft Word 

version of the course content is available below to download. This can be either 

opened in Microsoft Word (there is guidance on how to download it in “Getting 

Started”) or can be uploaded to your Google Drive and opened as a G-doc simply 

by double clicking on it once it’s been added. From there it is also possible to 

print out a copy of the content. Please be aware though that there are 

limitations to using this print version of the course, and you will be directed 

back to many OCA Learn resources and supporting areas throughout.  

If you are studying this unit using physical materials the [presentations] have 

been provided to you as paper copies. 

Although every effort has been made to thoroughly quality check all of our 

course content, sometimes things get overlooked. If you notice any errors in 

your course material please let us know using this Minor Issue Report.  

(Please note that this form is for content errors such as spelling, grammar and 

broken links. If you are having trouble understanding the material or require 

teaching guidance please email your tutor, programme tutor or programme 

leader). 

Enjoy the rest of your studies! 

Course Authors: Rebecca Fairley, Jenny Udale and Faye Hall. 

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyOdSNpZ7sGqdQGmyshcyH2xRgqmRhZKFF_cWR-u1TItYPFA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Project 1: Starting This Course Unit 
Welcome to Project 1. Start this project by watching the following video in 

which the Programme Leader, Rebecca Fairley, takes you through what Project 1 

is about and what you can expect to learn in this course unit.  

Introduction to Investigating Textile Materials and Methods [video]  

Project 1 should take you around 2 days (16 hours) to complete, allocating 

time to navigating the course material, meeting your peers on the padlet page, 

following the lessons and completing the Record, Reflect and Share activity at the 

end. 

Developing a peer network 

As you know from studying Introducing Textile Practice it is really valuable to share 

your creative practice with your peers. This facilitates an active and supportive 

learning community where students can learn together and from each other.  

To start this process we ask you to introduce yourself on the Investigating 

Textile Materials and Methods Padlet, saying a bit about your expectations and 

apprehensions for this course unit.  

Exercise 1: What are Textile Materials? 
In this presentation you will be introduced to some of the more 

unconventional textile materials by looking at the work of previous students. 

During this course you are likely to use some, or all, of the materials featured. 

The aim here is to widen your knowledge and expectations in preparation for 

the projects to come.  

What are Textile Materials [presentation] 

To complete this lesson we ask you to briefly describe your impressions of 

this range of textile materials and any that you are excited about testing 

during this course unit.  

Use these thoughts to create a post on the Investigating Textile Materials 

and Methods Forum. 

https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=639361d6-b9b9-40ef-98b2-ae2e00d8dff7
https://oca.padlet.org/rebeccafairley/r66yf2uhmza96y7x
https://oca.padlet.org/rebeccafairley/r66yf2uhmza96y7x
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/mod/hsuforum/discuss.php?d=3302
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/mod/hsuforum/discuss.php?d=3302
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Exercise 2: Looking for Material Qualities 
Now you have looked at the range of material possibilities for this course unit, 

this exercise will assist you in developing skills in recording and examining 

the qualities of different materials.  

Image redacted due to copyright 

Aims 

● To locate and record the qualities of a selection of household objects. 

● To take a curious approach to the examination of ordinary objects. 

Brief 

In this exercise we want you to begin developing your skills in the purposeful 

examination and recording of material qualities.  

To do this we ask you to select between 8 and 10 items from your home made 

from as many different materials as you can. Make sure you include natural 

and synthetic materials, looking for a variety of textures and surfaces.  

Image redacted due to copyright 

One you have selected them, use all your senses to understand the material; 

its structure, weight, texture, heat, flexibility, colour, sound and anything else 

your senses pick up.  

Record your observations alongside an image of the object in your notebook. 

If you are using a digital device to record your notes consider making an audio or 

video recording.  

To help you articulate your findings and develop your descriptive language watch 

this group work session: Materiality Conversations with Faye Hall [video].  

Once you have completed your observations add one or two examples to the 

Investigating Materials and Methods Padlet with brief descriptions of what 

you learnt.  

Image redacted due to copyright 

https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=29654efa-fb55-4890-8bed-adfd0120c956
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Exercise 3: What is Creativity? 
In this exercise you will be introduced to some of the key thinking about what 

creativity is and how it can be cultivated. Whilst you are reading and viewing 

the content make some notes in your notebook or digital device that captures 

the most relevant information and your initial thoughts about creativity.  

A journey through the mind of an artist  

In this film listen to Dustin Yellin describe his creative journey and how, through 

a series of accidents and circumstances, he came up with his ideas.  

Make of note of how the speaker links his playful younger self to the work 

he makes now. 

Dustin Yellin, A journey through the mind of an artist (2014) [video] 

Tales of creativity and play  

Tim Brown, in his talk “Tales of Creativity and Play”, shares his understanding of 

play and its value to the creative process.  

Here take particular note of the idea of thinking with your hands and 

exploring what is interesting.  

Tim Brown, Tales of creativity and play (2008) [video] 

Thingking  

To further your understanding of the connection between thinking and making, 

read John Dunnigan’s chapter, Thingking, where he unpicks where thinking and 

making sit within the creative process.  

While you read this chapter, think back to when this might have happened 

during Unit 1.1: Introducing Textile Practice. 

Dunnigan, J (2013) ‘Thingking’ In: Somerson, R, & Hermano, M (eds) The Art of 

Critical Making : Rhode Island School of Design on Creative Practice. New York: John 

Wiley & Sons, pp. 94 - 115 (estimated reading time 26 minutes) 

https://www.ted.com/talks/dustin_yellin_a_journey_through_the_mind_of_an_artist
https://www.ted.com/talks/dustin_yellin_a_journey_through_the_mind_of_an_artist
https://www.ted.com/talks/dustin_yellin_a_journey_through_the_mind_of_an_artist
https://www.ted.com/talks/tim_brown_tales_of_creativity_and_play#t-240267
https://www.ted.com/talks/tim_brown_tales_of_creativity_and_play#t-240267
https://www.ted.com/talks/tim_brown_tales_of_creativity_and_play#t-240267
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=1390831&ppg=96
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=1390831&ppg=96
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=1390831&ppg=96
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=1390831&ppg=96
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=1390831&ppg=96
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=1390831&ppg=96
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=1390831&ppg=96
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How to to build creative confidence  

Even people who consider themselves creative can find blocks to opening up to 

creativity. In this talk David Kelly describes what psychologists have learnt about 

human fear and reigniting the natural creativity we all possess.  

As you listen to him, think about where you might have felt blocked when 

trying to be creative and if you had a method of getting past this.  

David Kelly, How to to build your creative confidence (2012) [video] 

A crash course in creativity  

In this film, Tina Seeling breaks down further what creativity might be and how 

ways of thinking, knowledge and our resources work together within the creative 

process.  

While you watch the video consider your habits of thinking, the spaces 

where you have felt most creative and your current knowledge about 

creativity and where the gaps might be.  

Tina Seeling, A crash course in creativity (2012) [video] 

Seven habits of highly creative people 

Using historical and scientific examples, Paven Soni investigates what makes 

people successful in their creative thinking.  

As an OCA student it might resonate with you that he highlights the 

importance of hobbies and how creative people 'furiously protect’ the way 

they spend their free time.   

Dr. Paven Soni. Seven habits of highly creative people (2018) [video] 

What is creativity?  

To finish this introduction, listen to Sir Ken Robinson talk about his 

understanding of creativity and where it sits within education and the wider 

society.  

Think about and note down what he means about the importance of 

imagination and the place of failure in creativity.  

https://www.ted.com/talks/david_kelley_how_to_build_your_creative_confidence?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/david_kelley_how_to_build_your_creative_confidence?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/david_kelley_how_to_build_your_creative_confidence?language=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyM6rx69iqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyM6rx69iqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyM6rx69iqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmXGvsuNDv8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmXGvsuNDv8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmXGvsuNDv8
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Ken Robinson. What is creativity? (2017) [video] 

Share your thoughts with your peers  

To complete this exercise write a short paragraph about a few of the things 

you found particularly interesting and add this to the Investigating Textile 

Materials and Methods Forum.  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1c3M6upOXA
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/mod/hsuforum/discuss.php?d=3303
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/mod/hsuforum/discuss.php?d=3303
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Assignment 1: Reflection and Feedback 
To complete Project 1, answer the questions below, adding your answers to 

your notebook:  

1. List the Learning Outcomes for this unit and your initial thoughts 

about them - what challenges do they offer, and what are you looking 

forward to doing? 

2. Note three key aspects from Exercise 2: Looking for Material Qualities 

that you found particularly helpful, or enlightening. 

3. Thinking back to Exercise 3: What is Creativity? record between three 

and five thoughts that stuck with you about some of the key thinking 

around creativity.  

Once you have answered the questions we’d like you to create your first 

Learning Log post.  

● Using your notes, create a post that introduces some of the key things 

you have learned during Project 1. This will include something about the 

contextual research (theory information) you have read and viewed, the 

introduction to textile materials, your investigation into material qualities, 

and your first thoughts about the Learning Outcomes.  

● As an initial post this can be quite short, it can be written with supporting 

images, a video presentation, Google Slides presentation, or audio 

podcast. Aim for around 250 words, or around 2 minutes video/audio, 

or 5 Google Slides. 

Before moving onto Project 2, let your tutor know you’ve completed Project 1 

via this assignment activity.  

● Select the ‘Add Submission’ option. 

● Add a link to your learning log and a message for your tutor in the 

‘Online Text’ area.  

● Select ‘Save Changes’, followed by ‘Submit Assignment’ on the following 

page.  

Should you find it helpful, the Submitting Assignments video demonstrates the 

process of submitting your assignment using OCA Learn. 

https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=bac8010a-aa23-4749-a340-ac3900d3ee58&query=submitting%20assignments
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