
Creative Writing 1.2:  
Further Writing Skills 

  



Introduction 
Welcome to Creative Writing 1.2: Further Writing Skills. 

The course unit is designed to build on the learning in 1.1: Essential Writing Skills, 

and offers an introduction to some basic skills in more specialised forms –  

nonfiction prose writing, poetry and screenwriting. The exercises and 

assignments are designed to help you to develop some of the specific skills you 

need to start writing poetry or scripts for the screen, or else to begin writing 

from life.  

Course Breakdown 

You’ll begin by choosing two of the three pathways:  

1. Art of Poetry 

2. Introduction to Screenwriting  

3. Creative Nonfiction.  

You’ll work on both pathways in tandem (at the same time) and you will 

stay with these choices for the rest of Stage 1.  

Each of the pathways has five projects, and you’ll study two pathways for a 

total of ten projects altogether, each with a series of topics, research tasks, 

exercises, and assignments. Once you’ve completed both pathways you’ll also 

write a single Reflective Commentary which spans them both. 

In the Art of Poetry pathway you will be introduced to poetry and the way 

poems work on the page, and read aloud. You will learn about the language of 

poetry, imagery, metaphor and poetic voice, and you will write many poems of 

your own. 

In the Introduction to Screenwriting pathway you’ll be looking at what 

creative nonfiction is, and why it is such a rich and diverse form of writing. You’ll 

explore the art of memoir, and tackle tricky questions of memory and identity. 

You’ll think about how to hone your storytelling voice, and how to structure your 

storytelling. And you’ll get to grips with the ethical issues that necessarily arise. 



The Creative Nonfiction pathway will introduce you to writing for the screen; it 

will teach you how to develop a premise and a synopsis that contain the core 

elements of a good visual story: character, conflict, structure, and theme. 

Course Aims 

The course unit was written by experienced academics and creative practitioners 

in collaboration with OCA and aims to: 

A1. Define and encourage exploration in the creative forms of poetry, 

screenwriting or prose writing. 

A2. Explore and adopt language and style in two of these forms. 

A3. Build skills in drafting, evaluating and editing texts. 

A4. Enable and develop your reflective skills. 

Learning Outcomes 

The learning outcomes for the course unit are:  

LO1. Explore and write effectively in two of the creative forms of poetry, 

screenwriting or prose writing.  

LO2. Show development of language, variety, style, voice and expression 

within your writing.  

LO3. Demonstrate the practice of writing in drafts, editing and critiquing.   

LO4. Critically reflect on your own learning experience. 

Course Resources 

Here’s a general list of what you may need for this specific course unit: notepads, 

pens, a computer and internet connection.  

If you are choosing the Screenwriting pathway, the materials give advice on free 

scriptwriting software which it’s advised you obtain. 

Your unit Reading List is available in the “Resources” section. 



Your writing diary  

Your writing diary is an integral part of this course. Some students choose to 

post their writing diary (or selected parts of it) as an online blog but this is 

optional - many students prefer to keep it private. 

Use your writing diary to record your progress through the course This is a 

document which you should use in whatever ways you find most helpful. Your 

writing diary may contain:  

● your thoughts on the work you produce for each exercise, 

● your ideas and observations as you work through the course, 

● your reflections on the reading you do and any research you carry out,  

● your reactions to your tutor’s reports on your assignments.  

There is more information on Writing Diaries in the Getting Started guidance. 

You may see references to your ‘Learning Log’ on OCA Learn and elsewhere. This 

is a term used by other OCA courses that aren’t creative-writing based and 

learning logs are the equivalent to creative writing students’ writing diaries, 

notebooks and commonplace books.  

Feedback and Assessment 

You will be supported through the course unit by receiving formative feedback 

from a tutor, to help you develop your work. At the end of your course unit, if 

you are working towards a qualification, you will be able to submit for 

summative (formal) assessment. 

For assessment you’ll need to submit a cross-section of the work you’ve done on 

this course unit, as outlined in your assessment guidelines. For this unit it will be 

two written assignments per pathway, plus a final reflective commentary. 

You can access both Assessment Guidelines and Criteria via the Assessment 

Guidance section available on OCA Learn. 

If you’ve any questions regarding assessment, please speak with your tutor. 

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=201
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=201


Getting Started 

From your previous unit you will already be familiar with OCA study and what it 

means to be an OCA student, but you may still find it useful to refer back to the 

‘Getting Started’ course for guidance and signposting of essential and useful 

resources, contacts and details on joining in with the OCA Community. 

Getting Started: An Introduction to OCA Study 

Another important area for you as a student will be the Creative Writing 

department (available under ‘My Courses’). Here you will find links to your 

course materials and additional resources which are designed to support your 

learning. You can connect with your fellow students, and can also use this area 

to access online group sessions, ask questions to the tutor team and send 

messages to your tutors and peers. 

The My Courses area on OCA Learn features all of the courses and guidance you 

have access to, including completed units. You can pin your current unit and any 

other favourites to the top of the page by clicking the star icon on the 

thumbnail. 

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=92
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=92


Starting your course unit 

You should now be ready to start your course unit. Don’t worry if you are still 

getting to grips with using your blog, adjusting to this form of learning, or don’t 

have all the resources you need. There’s plenty of time to develop these as you 

progress. Remember that if you get stuck along the way there’s support 

available from OCA and encouragement from your fellow students. 

It is highly recommended that you spend a little time familiarising yourself with 

the unit before you begin, including what is available in the Resources section. 

We understand that everyone learns in different ways, so a Microsoft Word 

version of the course content is available below to download. This can either be 

opened in Microsoft Word (there is guidance on how to download it in “Getting 

Started”) or opened as a G-doc simply by double clicking on it once it’s been 

uploaded to your Google Drive. From there it is also possible to print out a copy 

of the content. Please be aware though that there are limitations to using this 

print version of the course, and you will be directed back to many OCA Learn 

resources and supporting areas throughout.  

Although every effort has been made to thoroughly quality check all of our 

course content, sometimes things get overlooked. If you notice any errors in 

your course material please let us know using this Minor Issue Report.  

(Please note that this form is for content errors such as spelling, grammar and 

broken links. If you are having trouble understanding the material or require 

teaching guidance please email your tutor, programme tutor or programme 

leader). 

Enjoy the rest of your studies! 

Course Authors:  

Suzannah Evans (Art of Poetry). 

Will Buckingham (Creative Nonfiction). 

Inga Pelosi Leighton (Introduction to Screenwriting). 

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyOdSNpZ7sGqdQGmyshcyH2xRgqmRhZKFF_cWR-u1TItYPFA/viewform?usp=sf_link


Art of Poetry 
“Poetry is ordinary language raised to the Nth power. Poetry is boned with ideas, 

nerved and blooded with emotions, all held together by the delicate, tough skin 

of words.” 

Paul Engle, in The New York Times (1957) 

Welcome to the Art of Poetry pathway for 1.2: Further Writing Skills.  

Art of Poetry Introduction [video]. 

This pathway of the unit is developed in order to introduce you to poetry and 

the way poems work on the page, and read aloud. You will learn about the 

language of poetry, imagery, metaphor and poetic voice, and you will write many 

poems of your own.  

Pathway Breakdown 

In Project 1: Getting Started, you will look at poems on the page and listen to 

them read aloud. You will learn the way poets observe the world around them, 

and use your senses to begin to create descriptive poetry.  

In Project 2: Imagery and Figurative Language, you will explore imagery and 

the ways in which a poem can create an experience for the reader. This will 

include experimenting with figurative language such as simile and metaphor to 

make the language in your poems fresh and new. At the end of this project you 

will submit an assignment to your tutor.  

In Project 3: Poetic Voice, you will focus on voice and voices in poetry. You will 

learn about narrative and lyric poems, and the different voices they might use. 

You will explore humour and dialect in poetry, and think about who speaks in 

your poems, and who they are speaking to, as well as what it means to write ‘in 

your own voice’.  

In Project 4: Poetry about Places, you will be invited to think about the theme 

of place in poetry, and the ways in which poets have explored the rural and the 

urban in their writing over the centuries. You will be introduced to two 

theoretical approaches; eco-poetry and psychogeography, that may help inform 

https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=134ebbe7-eeab-426c-afaf-ae6900d4f03c


your writing about places. At the end of this project you will submit an 

assignment.  

In Project 5: Close Reading and Reflection, you will focus on close reading of 

other poets’ work and your own. You will experiment with re-drafting and editing 

your work, and thinking about the choices you make as a poet and the effect this 

will have on your reader. You will write a reflective commentary that covers both 

your pathways at 1.2, and submit this as your final assignment.  

You will receive tutor feedback for all of your assignments, which will help you to 

edit and improve your work in readiness for assessment once the pathway is 

finished.  

Getting Started 

Now you are ready to get started!  

Before you move on, head on over to the Art of Poetry Forum and introduce 

yourself to your fellow students. 

Remember: this is just one of the two pathways that you will need to study to 

complete this unit.  

You will stay with these choices for the rest of Stage 1.   

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/mod/hsuforum/discuss.php?d=3317


Introduction to 
Screenwriting 
Welcome to the Screenwriting pathway of Creative Writing 1.2: Further 

Writing Skills. 

Screenwriting Introduction [video]. 

This course unit is designed to introduce you to writing for the screen; it will 

teach you how to develop a premise and a synopsis that contain the core 

elements of a good visual story: character, conflict, structure, and theme. You 

will be encouraged to broaden your knowledge of films, research examples of 

scripts, explore methodologies for your creative process, read about the 

scriptwriting practice and engage in numerous creative writing exercises. 

Pathway Breakdown 

This pathway is divided into five projects, each one with a series of research 

tasks, exercises, and assignments. 

Project 1 introduces the technical and creative characteristics of a screenplay 

that distinguish it from other forms of creative writing and explores the concept 

of dramatic premise. 

Project 2 concentrates on character: how to establish a dramatic question and a 

dramatic answer that set characters out on a journey within the story, and how 

to develop characters that feel authentic and compelling enough to watch. 

Project 3 explores dramatic conflict in relation to the story premise and the 

character’s journey, by illustrating its many forms and expressions. 

Project 4 is dedicated to structure and plotting: how to flesh out events and 

twists and lay them out in a synopsis that presents the whole story from 

beginning to end as it happens on screen. 

Project 5 teaches the importance of evaluating and reviewing the creative 

material developed in the previous Projects and how to check the dramatic and 

thematic strength of the story premise before writing ‘Fade In:’ on the page. 

https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=5d912b64-1383-4ea4-b370-ae210121a3db


Screenwriting Resources 

You can access the reading list for this unit in the Resources section. 

You will need a scriptwriting software to help you format your work according 

to professional standards. Please refer to Project 1 for a list of 

recommendations.  

You are also encouraged to keep a writing diary or to develop a writing blog, 

as a place where you can log and expand the activities proposed in each Project 

and as a basis for discussion with your tutor during 1-to-1 tutorials. 

During your scriptwriting studies, OCA will periodically announce workshops and 

virtual lessons dedicated to specific topics and to writing activities, in the 

Creative Writing department space within OCA Learn: make sure that you join 

them, as they represent an invaluable opportunity to ask questions to the tutors 

and share opinions with your fellow students.  

Getting Started 

Now you are ready to get started!  

Before you move on, head on over to the Screenwriting Forum and introduce 

yourself to your fellow students. Let’s get started sharing true stories, well told! 

Remember: this is just one of the two pathways that you will need to study to 

complete this unit.  

You will stay with these choices for the rest of Stage 1.  

SENSITIVE CONTENT DISCLAIMER 

Please be aware that this course material contains sensitive content, which may 

include; nudity, reference to physical or mental illness, and controversial social, 

political or religious views. 

If you have any concerns or feel you may be affected by content of this nature, 

please contact our Learner Support Team for advice at: 

learnersupport@oca.ac.uk  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/mod/hsuforum/discuss.php?d=3319


Creative Nonfiction 
Welcome to the Creative Nonfiction pathway for 1.2: Further Writing Skills. 

Let’s get started by having a quick look at this introductory video.  

Creative Nonfiction Introduction [Video] 

This pathway is designed to give you everything you need to get started in the 

world of creative nonfiction. It may be that you are just starting out as a creative 

nonfiction writer, or you may have considerable experience. It may be, even, that 

you are wondering what creative nonfiction actually is. But don’t worry. By the 

time you get to the end of this pathway (we like metaphors of paths and roads 

here at the OCA), you will not only have developed a robust understanding of 

creative nonfiction, but you will have had a chance to experiment in this most 

flexible and fascinating of forms. 

As a starting point as we follow along this pathway, we’ll be using a useful 

definition of creative nonfiction taken from the writer Lee Gutkind. In his book 

You Can’t Make This Stuff Up, Gutkind calls creative nonfiction “true stories, well 

told.” This is a definition that is deliberately broad. It can cover everything from 

journalistic interviews to memoir, from personal essays to travel writing, and 

from nature writing to experimental or hybrid forms of writing.  

So what does this pathway cover? You’ll be looking at what creative nonfiction is, 

and why it is such a rich and diverse form of writing. You will read a wide 

diversity of creative nonfiction pieces from writers across all kinds of different 

traditions. You’ll explore the art of memoir, and tackle tricky questions of 

memory and identity. You’ll think about how to hone your storytelling voice, and 

how to structure your storytelling. And you’ll get to grips with the ethical issues 

that necessarily arise when you sit down and say to somebody else, “I’m going to 

tell you a story. But listen up… this story is true!” 

  

https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=78f9a83c-830e-4c2f-bab1-ae5f00fddaee&start=0.727083


Pathway Structure 

The pathway is divided into five projects each with a series of topics, research 

tasks, exercises, and assignments. 

Project 1: Getting Started in Creative Nonfiction looks at the diversity of 

creative nonfiction, and explores what it means to write “true stories, well told.” 

In this project, you will get familiar with a range of nonfiction writers and writing, 

start producing your own nonfiction sketches, and get to know your fellow 

students. 

In Project 2: Exploring the Self, you will discover how to mine your own 

experience for stories and ideas that can form the basis of creative nonfiction 

worth reading. You will look at the complexities of identity and memory, and the 

art of paying attention to the fine details of our lives. 

In Project 3: The Art of Memoir, you will explore the art of memoir reading a 

wide range of memoirs, and seeing how our everyday lives can become the 

material for powerful storytelling.  

Project 4: Storytelling and Experience explores structure, voice and 

storytelling, so that you can take the raw material of your experience, and 

transform it into writing that is authentic, convincing and compelling. 

What does it mean to tell true stories? How do we balance the need for truth 

with the desire to tell a good story and the fallibility of human memory? Project 

5: Truth and Memory in Creative Nonfiction plunges into the ethics of 

creative nonfiction to explore all these questions and more.  

Getting Started 

Now you are ready to get started!  

Before you move on, head on over to the Creative Nonfiction Forum and 

introduce yourself to your fellow students. Let’s get started sharing true 

stories, well told!  

Remember: this is just one of the two pathways that you will need to study to 

complete this unit.  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/mod/hsuforum/discuss.php?d=3318
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