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Introduction 
Welcome to Practice and Research, the first of three units at Stage Three.  

The unit was designed by OCA academics as a shared framework across all our 

disciplines. This approach provides flexibility for you, and offers opportunities to 

study alongside students from other disciplines. It provides support through 

regular contact with tutors, and group activities with peers. We hope you can use 

these to help shape your continued academic and creative development.  

Unit aims 

The unit aims to:  

1. Encourage a creative and critical conversation between ideas, practices, 

and your subject. 

2. Provide a framework to identify, explore, and articulate areas of interest 

and emerging practice.  

3. Encourage a research methodology through practical and theoretical 

study.  

4. Provide a flexible and supportive structure to develop self-directed 

projects.  

In other words, how is your research impacting your creative work? How are you 

going to approach this research and what theories might help you with it? How 

will you learn to become an independent and self-managing artist? 
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About Stage Three study 

Through Stages One and Two, you will have experienced studying with OCA and 

developed study skills that work for you. This unit builds on these experiences 

and offers a step into greater autonomy as a learner. 

Overall, Stage Three (HE6) aims to synthesise your learning by extending a 

systematic and coherent body of knowledge, utilising specialist skills through 

self-directed study, critically evaluate ideas and evidence from a range of 

sources, and apply creative skills and significant judgements.  

Stage Three should be shaped by your own interests and ambitions. This 

provides a platform for you to define and achieve your own creative outcomes. 

This stage equips you with the knowledge, understanding, and application of 

skills to continue your practice in whatever direction you choose. For example, 

through continued personal development, professional practice, or postgraduate 

study.  

New to OCA study 

You may have recently joined OCA through accreditation of prior learning or 

experiences. If you are new to OCA and to distance learning, the following 

Getting Started: An Introduction to OCA Study sub-course will help you. It 

introduces you to OCA study, what it means to be an OCA student, and provides 

guidance and signposting to essential and useful resources, contacts and details 

to join the OCA Community.  

If you have studied another course with OCA, you may want to use this as a 

refresher, or to help guide you around OCA Learn.  

Feedback on the unit 

We welcome any feedback on how to develop the content, activities, and support 

on offer. You can provide this through your Department Space, tutor, Student 

Association representatives, or via annual student feedback processes. 

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68


3                 

Unit content and structure 
As the first Stage Three unit, you will build on your studies from Stage One and 

Two and aim to synthesise your creative practice and research interests across a 

self-directed body of work and critical thinking assignment. 

The unit provides a framework that enables you to foster an increasingly 

autonomous and professional approach to your studies. It will introduce you to 

this level of study (HE6) by supporting you to initiate and articulate your 

emerging creative practice, introduce relevant research methods, and to develop 

fluency in your critical thinking. 

Content, activities and support 

The course unit is divided into 10 Projects, each with a set of connected content, 

activities, and support. Content is provided through resources and Case Studies. 

As Stage Three students, you are expected to develop your own projects and 

lines of enquiry, and to identify and access your own content through OCA’s 

online library and other resources.  

Activities, such as exercises and research tasks, provide academic and creative 

challenges and prompts to help you develop your work, and to structure your 

learning. Use activities as a starting point, and where appropriate redefine them 

to support your particular projects and interests.  

Support is provided at regular points during the unit. A personal tutor will offer 

regular 1-2-1 tutorials and formative feedback. Tutorials are an opportunity to 

discuss your progress with your tutor, receive feedback, and ask questions. 

Tutorials can take place face-to-face online, or through a live chat via a GDoc. 

Tutorials usually last for around 30 minutes. Tutors will also provide some 

written (or verbal) formative feedback based on the work you have submitted. 

Alongside your tutor, you will receive support through forum activities, and 

online group activities. Regular Creative Conversations online group sessions 

are available for all Stage Three students to share their work and experiences, 

listen to others, and ask questions of one another and tutors. The sessions will 

have a rota of different tutors, representing different disciplines. A calendar of 

these events is available on your unit page within OCA Learn. In addition, you 
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may want to access discipline-related group activities, available via your 

Department Space. Remember to check regularly to see what is available. 

Work your way through each project at a time in chronological order, 

undertaking any activities and documenting your work as you go. Once you have 

completed the assignment associated with each project, engage with the support 

on offer. For example, if it is a tutorial, contact your tutor to arrange a time, or 

follow the instructions on engaging with forum activities.  

Project overview 

Below is a broad summary of each Project and what you will submit. 

1. Project 1: Developing a plan - Submit a Project Plan outlining your 

proposed self-directed practice and research projects with a schedule  

2. Project 2 - Work on your Project Plan, and submit a summary of your work 

in progress.  

3. Project 3 - Submit a summary of work in progress 

4. Project 4 - Submit a summary of work in progress 

5. Project 5: Midpoint review - Present a summary of work in progress and 

first drafts of your critical review or dissertation 

6. Project 6 - Present a summary of work in progress   

7. Project 7 - Present a summary of work in progress and second drafts of 

your critical review or dissertation 

8. Project 8 - Present a summary of work in progress   

9. Project 9 - Present a summary of work in progress   

10. Project 10: Concluding your work - Concluding your work and evaluating 

your experiences. 
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Content resources 

To support your studies there are a number of documents you can use 

throughout the unit as a tool kit of content and activities, you’ll find all of these in 

the ‘Resources’ section, as well as any other discipline specific content and 

activities. 

● Reflect, Propose and Plan will help you reflect on your current position, 

propose new projects, and plan ahead. 

● Locating Your Practice provides ways to help you deepen your 

awareness of your discipline and its subject boundaries. 

● Creative Strategies provides different creative strategies to help you 

consider, develop and extend your creative process.  

● Critical Strategies provides different critical strategies to help you 

develop and extend your analytical work as you develop your critical 

review, project reports, or dissertation depending on the route you wish to 

take.  

● Case Studies provide examples of practice and research from 

practitioners. 

Assignments 

Each Project has an associated Assignment. These provide pointers on what you 

should submit for each Project, including any work in progress, reflections on 

your work and progress so far, and any critical writing elements. 

Midpoint review 

Half way through the unit, there is a midpoint review to help you reflect on the 

progress you have made and consider the next stages of your projects. 

A reflective presentation 

Each discipline has a reflective presentation element. This is a space to provide 

an overview of your progress, make connections between your work and the 

learning outcomes, and to reflect on your experience as a whole. Hearing what 

you have to say is a direct and powerful way to get your voice across to 

assessors, and for you to recognise the progress you have made.  
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Deadlines 

The Projects and feedback points provide a regular tempo to your study, to help 

you break down the project into smaller stages and to help set targets, based on 

your Project Plan. If you need to revise your Schedule, negotiate your new 

deadline with your tutor.  

If you are struggling to meet deadlines for other reasons, please visit the 

Student Handbook in Our Policies for guidance on how to apply for deferrals, 

extensions, or other learner support needs.  

  

https://www.oca.ac.uk/about-us/our-policies/
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A flexible approach 

The unit is designed to be a flexible framework, to help support a range of 

different creative disciplines and approaches, and to encourage the development 

of your self-directed projects. Therefore, there is a lot of flexibility in how you can 

respond. For example, resources are not fixed to specific projects, so if you want 

to start by exploring research before practice that’s fine, or you might start 

making then explore the ideas that inform your work, or you might want to do 

both equally throughout the unit.  

The projects provide a framework to help you identify what you would like to do, 

move you through the development of your work, and onto your resolutions and 

outcomes at the end.  

Practice and research 

This unit enables you to develop your practice and research side by side so that 

you can build your project through developing both theoretical and practical 

understanding.  

Working across practice and research allows one to inform the other. It provides 

room to build on your learning, test new ideas, and to identify areas of interest 

you may want to develop throughout Stage Three. Through your enquiries you 

will be encouraged to deepen your awareness of your discipline and its subject 

boundaries, and to develop highly relevant practical, technical, and 

communication skills to articulate your ideas and outcomes.  

You should develop outcomes that allow you to explore your creative voice. 

These will include a portfolio of self-directed work, including a record of your 

reflections, and a critical thinking element which can be written or take an 

alternative format. 

Self-directed projects 

There is flexibility in how you shape your self-directed projects. For example, 

you might want to work on one larger project, or a portfolio of smaller ones. 

Project 1 is structured to help you define the aims and outcomes of your self-

directed projects, and to establish a Project Plan and schedule, to structure your 

time. 
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Work in progress 

One you have established your Project Plan in Project 1, you will continue to 

develop work in progress as you move through the unit. The work you produce 

will be defined by your plan, and supplemented by supporting activities from 

the content resources. Your tutors and peers will provide feedback along the 

way, which you can act on in the next Project.  

Alternative formats 

If you wish, you can produce critical reviews, dissertations, or other critical 

elements using alternative formats. This means creating recorded 

presentations and slideshows instead of written essays. These can make 

critical writing tasks more accessible or engaging. This option is available to any 

student, and you can apply the same approach to any other written aspect of the 

unit. For example, by producing recorded audio or video narrative instead of 

written learning log entries, or other presentations of your work and reflections. 

Preparing for tutorials 

Once you have completed a Project and submitted your assignment, you will get 

some feedback on your work. You will have an assigned tutor throughout the 

unit, who will provide feedback for most of your assignments. This allows for a 

tailored dialogue between you and your tutor to develop the kind of work you 

want.  

Tutorials provide an opportunity to discuss your work in progress, to receive 

feedback, and ask questions. Prepare for tutorials by developing short 

summaries of work in progress to share with your tutor. These can include key 

reflections, examples of work, or any current challenges. A summary will help 

your tutor ‘get up to speed’ with what you have done at each Project stage. 
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Your learning community 

Alongside a dialogue with your tutor, the unit offers a range of different ways to 

engage with your wider OCA peers. This allows you to get more diverse 

feedback, support, and opens up the possibility of collaboration or other 

shared outcomes.  

Online activities have been designed to help all students attend, by combining 

forum or padlet elements with face-to-face sessions. This means that if you are 

unable to make a live session, you can still contribute online. If you have already 

been involved with online group activities, you will recognise how they can 

benefit your learning. If you are new to them, pop along to the next session 

which you will find via your Department Space. Make the most of these 

opportunities, and if you want to, get involved in setting up additional student-

led sessions.  

As with all social interactions within OCA, we want to create an inclusive and 

supportive environment that allows people to share and discuss work and ideas 

openly. This means treating others with respect and recognising we can all 

play an active part in building a lively learning community. 
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Preparing for group activities 

“Crits can often bridge the gap between theory and practice. Say someone 
has a really good idea but are not sure how they are going to realise it, or say 
they have approached a work in one way; they may get from their peer 
group all of the other ways they could have approached it... It can soar from 
the completely philosophical to the totally practical.”  

Arthur Watson (2013) Art Crits: 20 Questions. Q-Art: London.   

● Live, or synchronous, group activities take place through Google Meet or 

online video platforms. These are freely available and easy to install.  

● Group activities are a good opportunity to practice talking about your work 

with others. Make some notes beforehand to help you prepare. For 

example, what are the current issues in your practice?  

● Be curious and ask questions.  

● A successful critique, or crit, relies on the input of all involved. The best 

experiences come from a generous, enthusiastic, and rigorous approach 

to discussing the work. This involves listening to others, and offering 

constructive feedback. Think about how you receive and respond to 

feedback, and apply the same principles when giving feedback to others. 

● If you feel daunted by group activities, then try attending as a listener to 

begin with. You can sit at the back, with your camera and sound off. Let 

the tutor know you are only there to observe. Hopefully this will give you a 

sense of how they run, and confidence to participate next time. 

● If you enjoy group activities and want more of them, work with your fellow 

students to organise your own sessions. Critical reviews or dissertations 

Depending on your discipline, you have a choice of doing a critical review or 

starting a dissertation. Please check the Assessment Guidance to see what your 

options are. In the 3.2 Unit, you can continue to develop your dissertation, or 

undertake another critical review, or a project report. 

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=201
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This means you have a choice of doing two shorter, and separate, pieces of 

writing (or presentations) within each unit, or undertaking one larger piece that 

spans both units. This choice has been put in place to support a range of 

different ambitions. For example, if you want to progress onto a postgraduate or 

teaching qualification, you may need to evidence a dissertation. If you are more 

interested in a commercial or vocational direction, then a critical review (3.1) and 

project report (3.2) allows you to do some academic work, coupled with a more 

applied piece of writing or presentation. 

You can discuss which approach you would prefer with your tutor. Projects 

5 and 7 focus on providing formative feedback reports to support your critical 

review or dissertation preparation.  
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Assessment 
Assessment takes place at the end of the unit, once you have received feedback 

for Project 10.  

Learning outcomes 

The learning outcomes for the course unit are:  

● Examine your emerging practice through a considered body of self-

directed work 

● Apply relevant research methods and subject knowledge to test, inform, 

and develop your work 

● Present informed connections between your research and practice 

interests 

● Articulate your creative ideas and critical thinking using suitable 

communication methods. 

Assessment outcomes 

Assessment outcomes describe the things you need to submit for assessment at 

the end of the unit. These outcomes differ, depending on the discipline you 

study. You can find a list of assessment outcomes for your discipline via the 

Assessment Guidance page on OCA Learn as well as a whole host of assessment 

support and resources.   

The unit is structured with these assessment outcomes in mind, so as you 

progress through the unit, you are already building the work that is needed. 

Common across all the disciplines are elements of presenting a selection of 

work, a reflection presentation, and your critical work. 

A selection of work 

Whatever your discipline, you will need to provide a selection of project work 

based on the learning outcomes. This means developing self-directed practical or 

creative projects, from which you can select.  

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=201
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Documenting your work 
You will need to document your activities as you progress through the unit for 

your assessment outcomes. Your documentation will also be shared with your 

tutor in order to get feedback.  

Depending on your discipline, you will use either a learning log, listening log, or 

writing diary as a way of documenting your work. Get into the habit of 

summarising what you have done at each stage, and reflecting on the process. 

Include visual examples as appropriate, and referenced links to research. 

While your work may be very physical, assessment and feedback takes place 

digitally. So you will need to develop strategies to document your work through 

photography or other means. For example:  

Documenting 2D work 
This OCA video explores documenting 2D work, which you may find useful.  

How to photograph works of art [video] 

Documenting 3D work 
This video explores how textile students describe things like, drape, texture, and 

other textile qualities, which can be applied to other disciplines: 

Discussing and sharing the qualities of your work [video] 

Other examples and resources are available via the Department Spaces and 

Assessment Guidance on OCA Learn. 

 

  

https://vimeo.com/12290230
https://vimeo.com/400174810
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=201
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Resources 
Your department space offers additional content and support for your 

discipline. You can connect with your fellow students, access online group 

sessions, ask questions to the tutor team, and send messages to your tutors, 

Programme Leader and peers.  

Through your department space, Programme Leaders often run drop-in 

sessions. These are an opportunity to ask questions and discuss your work. 

Department spaces are accessible through OCA Learn, under ‘My Courses’: 

Library Resources - Librarians work with students to ensure they have the 

knowledge, skills and confidence to find and use library resources and services 

effectively. If you have a question or need more information email your campus 

Liaison Librarian - They can help with; using the library; searching and finding 

information; evaluating information; finding and using images; referencing and 

academic integrity. You can access these through The Library. 

Academic support - This OCA Learn resource provides guidance and support on 

academic reading, writing, and research. 

Enterprise Hub - Provides guidance and support for self-directed projects that 

have a focus on collaborative or external outcomes, and any future plans to 

sustain your practice commercially. 

Visit OCA’s WeAreOCA blog for discipline related content, study tips, and other 

content and debates. 

OCA’s Student Association (OCASA) offers various student- led study events and 

online activities.   

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=199
https://weareoca.com/category/students/study-tips/
https://weareoca.com/category/students/study-tips/
https://weareoca.com/category/students/study-tips/
https://weareoca.com/category/students/study-tips/
http://www.ocasa.org.uk/
http://www.ocasa.org.uk/
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Digital resources 

Here is a list of digital resources and software you will need: 

● A personal computer you have reliable and regular access to, and is 

equipped with up to date software and has this operating system installed. 

● Google Drive, which is a free service provided by Google. It is an online file 

sharing system based on the cloud, so you can access it from anywhere. 

You will be expected to upload files from your computer and share them 

with your tutor, and submit documents for assessment using Google 

Drive. 

● Google mail. This service hosts all OCA email addresses as a free service 

through Gmail. Personal email addresses should not be used for OCA 

studies. 

● OCA Spaces. Online learning logs are available to all students, these are 

supported by OCA. 

Your resources 

The hands-on resources you require will depend on your practice. Through your 

previous stages of learning you will have already started to acquire what you 

need. As a distance-learning student, this puts you into a more sustainable 

position than your counterparts at bricks and mortar universities, who will 

relinquish the workshops and equipment they rely on once they graduate. 

As a starting point, you might find it useful to take stock of what you have, and 

identify any additional resources you might need or want to develop. 

Remember, that all students enrolled with OCA are encouraged to register for an 

NUS card. The card entitles you to discounts on thousands of products including 

software and apps, as well as buying materials in local art shops. 

  

https://spaces.oca.ac.uk/
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Managing your time  

This unit offers 50 hours of scheduled teaching, through content, support, and 

other resources. It also indicates 350 hours required from you to undertake the 

activities and your self-directed projects as a whole. When viewed against the ten 

projects of the unit, this equates to roughly 40 hours per project. This should 

give you an indication of what is expected, and help you schedule your time 

depending on how quickly you want to progress.  

Allocating regular time for your studies will help you balance your course work 

with the rest of your life. It’s important to be realistic about what you can 

achieve. For example, don’t try to undertake the course full time, while working 

five days a week, and juggling everything else you do. You’ll end up seeing the 

course as ‘another thing to do’ which won’t be useful for your motivation or 

creativity. It’s much better to give yourself some breathing space to enjoy the 

challenge of your studies. 

Depending on your circumstances, you might allocate time in different ways - a 

day a week, an hour a day, larger blocks of time such as weekends or holidays, or 

a combination of approaches. 

As a starting point, ask yourself the following questions: 

● How much time can you allocate to study each week? 

● What is my most/least productive time of the day? 

● How well do I manage time? 

● What is a realistic schedule to undertake Project one (around 40 learning 

hours) and when might you set your first deadline? 

● Will attending group activities help me to keep motivated? 

Your tutor will help you establish deadlines for all ten projects. These 

deadlines can be renegotiated in discussion with your tutor, so long as they fit 

within the overall maximum time frame for the unit. 
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Health and safety  

Health and safety is important, both to you and those around you. We want you 

to work in a safe way, and to avoid unnecessary risks to yourself and others. 

Take a moment to consider the risks of your practice, and what practical steps 

you can take to minimise them. For example, through your use of tools, 

materials, working practice or studio environment.  

Your projects may involve other people, so you will need to consider your 

responsibility to their safety too. This may include undertaking risk 

assessments, getting necessary public liability insurance for any public events, or 

seeking guidance from others. There is more information on health and safety 

within the student handbook. 

Ethics 

Ethical considerations are an important element of your practice and research. 

Ethics should consider your responsibility to others through the way you gather 

or present information. This might include data protection issues if you are using 

primary research, or broader ethical issues if you are representing others or 

using images/language that may be seen as disturbing or offensive. There is 

more guidance on ethics within the unit resources and the student handbook. 
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Student handbook 

This OCA Learn resource is where you can find advice and guidance to get the 

most out of your studies. This includes: 

● Enrolment and Progression  

● Planning and Time Management  

● Student Finance  

● Studying with Disabilities, Health Issues and Caring Responsibilities 

● Mental Health and Well-Being 

● Enterprise  

● Extensions and Deferrals  

● Withdrawals  

You can access the Student Handbook via Getting Started: An Introduction to 

OCA Study - ‘Being an OCA Student’, as well as other related support forums.   

 

As you begin this unit and start the final stages of undergraduate studies, the 

words written in 1910 by American philosopher John Dewey, as part of a lecture 

on thought and reasoning entitled How We Think are a useful mantra to refer to.   

“The wisest of the Greeks used to say that wonder is the mother of all 
science. An inert mind waits, as it were, for experiences to be imperiously 
forced upon it. The curious mind is constantly alert and exploring, seeking 
material for thought, as a vigorous and healthy body is on the qui vive for 
nutriment. Eagerness for experience, for new and varied contacts, is found 
where wonder is found. Such curiosity is the only sure guarantee of the 
acquisition of the primary facts upon which inference must base itself.”  

John Dewey, How We Think (1910). 
 

 

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68
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Project 1: Developing a plan 
Working with a framework 

The unit is designed to be a flexible framework through which you develop your 

own practice and research interests, and self-directed projects. This framework 

consists of: 

● Ten projects and assignments. You will submit work for each of the 

projects based on your Project Plan. After each assignment there is 

tutorial support, formative feedback, or group activities to help you 

progress.  

● A Project Plan. This outlines the practical work you intend to do, and your 

choice of Critical Review or Dissertation for your research. You will also 

consider the tempo of your studies by scheduling this work within the ten 

projects of the unit. Project One focuses on developing your aims, 

outcomes, and Schedule into a Project Plan. 

● A set of PDF resources, common to all Stage Three disciplines. These 

include: Reflect, Propose and Plan to help develop your Project Plan; 

Creative Strategies to help you make your work; Critical Strategies to 

help you develop and present your research; and Locating Your Practice 

to help connect your practice, research, and Project Plan. 

● Case Studies to provide examples of practice and research from 

practitioners. 

● Other discipline specific content and activities you may find useful.  

Work across these elements to develop projects and a Schedule that works for 

you.  
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Self-directed projects 

As the name suggests, a self-directed project is an activity defined by you. This 

involves establishing project aims and outcomes. Aims define your intentions, 

and outcomes are what you hope to produce by the end of the project. Your self-

directed project should have elements of what you want to do as a creative 

practitioner - what you find interesting and motivating, as well as what you might 

need to do to help you develop.  

Depending on your discipline and your interests, your self-directed project can 

take different formats. For example, it could be made up of one or more discrete 

projects or be part of your ongoing creative practice. It may involve working 

collaboratively, within an audience, or client in some way, but it doesn’t have to. 

The next units at Stage Three will explore external projects in more detail.  

Critical Review or Dissertation 

Depending on your discipline, you will produce a Critical Review or Dissertation 

as part of this unit. This can be written, or take an alternative format, such as a 

presentation. Check your discipline’s assessment outcomes in the Assessment 

Guidance to see what is required or optional.  

At this stage of your studies, you are still defining the relation between your 

research and practice. Your interests are starting to take shape, and as your 

creative practice gains momentum, it is important to make sure that your critical 

practice is not left behind.  

Research task: Critical strategies 

At Stage three it is important to explore ways of developing your critical research 

to support and expand your creative practice.  

The Critical Strategies resource provides detailed content and activities to 

support the development of your Critical Review or Dissertation. Familiarise 

yourself with the document to help inform your choice of format. Use this 

resource, alongside the Creative Strategies resource, to help you develop a range 

of skills useful to your work as a whole. 

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=201
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=201
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/42410/mod_resource/content/1/Critical%20Strategies.pdf
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Project Plan 

You will outline your self-directed project(s), choice of Critical Review or 

Dissertation, and project Schedule in the Project Plan document. Familiarise 

yourself with the questions on the form in preparation for Assignment One. 

Your Project Plan should include: 

● A proposal for the types of work you aim to do, details of the ideas and 

topics you will explore and the kind of outcomes that are likely. You may 

want to go into more depth than this brief illustration, for example, by 

explaining why you are interested in these themes, your proposed 

research into them, and details of how you might explore different forms 

of image-making, etc. 

● A Schedule that outlines how you plan to undertake your plan self-

directed.  

Planning your Schedule 

There are ten projects in this unit; an overview of them is in the introduction. Use 

this overview to help you plan the Schedule for your projects.  

We know Project 1 is about developing a plan, so how does your Project Plan fit 

with the remaining Projects and assignments? You don’t need to go into too 

much detail, so provide a broad sense of how much time you are going to spend 

on each element of your project, and set milestones for your assignment points, 

For example, by submitting a Critical Review draft at a set point, or showing work 

in progress to your tutor. 

You may want to start by making practical work, then explore critical ideas and 

research, or research then practice, or do a bit of both continuously. The choice 

is yours and should be based on what will keep you motivated and engaged.  

The introduction discusses how you can manage your time. Use this guidance, 

and what you know works for you, to start to plan ahead. Your Project Plan will 

ask you to outline your Schedule. 

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=312#section-11
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=312#section-11
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Work in progress 

“Ever tried. Ever failed. No matter. Try again. Fail again. Fail better.”  

Samuel Beckett, Worstward Ho (1983). 

Like any project, you may find your aims and outcomes change as your practice 

and research evolves. Similarly your schedule may need to change in response to 

what is happening in the projects, or your life.  

Any collaborative or external element to your project will need to take account of 

the availability of other people or opportunities, so you will need to plan this in. 

You may also want to build in contingency time, so you know there is time to 

explore your creative practice or deal with any unforeseen circumstances. 

The Project Plan can be adapted throughout this unit, particularly at Project 2 

after feedback from your tutor. Discuss additional changes with your tutor 

through your ongoing tutorials. 
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Exercise: Create a glossary 

You may be familiar with using a glossary from other units. A glossary is an A-Z 

list of words, or key terms, with definitions. Glossaries are useful in helping 

you to define particular academic terms, unpack unfamiliar ones, and to 

recognise the language used in your discipline. A glossary can be a digital 

document, a notebook, or a series of online entries. 

● Establish a glossary to define the terms that are most helpful in 

understanding your practice and research.  

Identify words that describe your practice or that you come across through your 

research. Unpick these terms by researching their meaning, and state it more 

clearly in your own words. For instance if you describe your practice as ‘intuitive’, 

what do you mean when you use this word? In what ways is your practice or 

research intuitive? Can you describe what happens when you are being intuitive, 

and can you find examples of how other people describe intuition in relation to 

their work?  

Use the words in your glossary as key terms to search for other writings, ideas, 

theorists, or contexts, to help support your understanding of your work. 

You will want to return to your glossary throughout this unit, so pick an approach 

that is durable and works for you. You may find that your understanding of key 

terms changes as you progress, so return to add new meanings, and to revise 

your definitions. 

Research task: Viewing Case Studies 

Throughout OCA course materials you will come across Case Studies. These are 

studies of working practices and lived experiences. They are generally interviews 

with OCA tutors, students and external practitioners. Their purpose is to 

introduce you to new ideas, relevant issues, and a variety of approaches to 

creating work. 

View the Case Studies provided, and find other Case Studies online you find 

interesting. Search for practitioners that share a similar discipline to you, as well 

as venturing further afield into different creative areas. 
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Exercise: Case study interview 

Ask yourself questions from the Case Studies that you found interesting, or 

use the questions below. Use them as a reflective tool to think about how you 

discuss your own strategies and approaches, and how you frame your creative 

practice.  

● How do you describe and locate your practice? 

● What are the characteristics of your personal creative voice?  

● What kinds of projects are you interested in? 

● Describe your creative strategies or working process?  

● When is a piece of work successful? 

● What kinds of learning or creative challenges do you respond to?   

● How do audiences or feedback shape your approach? 

● What are your motivations and ambitions? 

You may want to extend this exercise by interviewing another OCA student. Ask 

each other these or other questions, and use the responses as a starting point 

for a conversation. Document your responses. 

Research task: Beginning to locate your practice 

Through viewing the Case Studies and developing your Project Plan, it is useful to 

consider the field or discipline you are working in, and begin to identify the 

people, ideas, debates, and trends that are actively shaping it. 

The Locating Your Practice resource provides content and activities to support 

the framing of your practice and research. Familiarise yourself with the 

document to help inform your Project Plan, and in relation to questions that 

emerge from the Case Studies. You will be exploring this document in more 

detail throughout the unit. 

Exercise: Reflect, propose, and plan 

The Reflect, Propose, and Plan resource should be used as a toolkit to help you 

respond to Project 1.  

Work your way through the content and identify which activities are 

meaningful to you, your discipline, and your work. Use these activities as starting 

points to help you reflect on your current position, propose new projects, and 

plan ahead. 

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/42414/mod_resource/content/1/Locating%20Your%20Practice.pdf
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/42414/mod_resource/content/1/Locating%20Your%20Practice.pdf
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/42424/mod_resource/content/1/Reflect%2C%20Propose%20and%20Plan.pdf
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Reflective commentary 

While documenting the exercises and research tasks as part of Project 1, you will 

also develop a reflective commentary. This is an opportunity to reflect on the 

development of your Project Plan and articulate the rationale for your choices. A 

reflective commentary could be written, audio, or video-based, and could be as 

simple as a summary learning log entry, or something similar. It can contain 

examples or visuals as well as writing. See it as a summary of what you have 

done so far, why, and what you are hoping to do next. A reflective commentary 

can help you evaluate your Project Plans and will help your tutor understand 

your current thinking. 

Research task: Group activities 

There are regular group activities available to you through Creative 

Conversations sessions or discipline specific ones within your Department 

space.  

Identify the next available live session you can attend, or forums through 

which you can talk to other students. What would you like to get out of these 

sessions?   

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=312#section-13
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=312#section-13
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Assignment One: Your Project Plan 
1. Work through the research tasks and exercises in Project 1, in order to 

develop a Project Plan.  

Your Project Plan will outline your practice and research aims and 

outcomes, your choice of Critical Review or Dissertation, and a 

Schedule that fits within the framework of the unit. Your plan should 

match your aspirations and interests with the outcomes of the unit, 

detailing the kinds of practical or creative projects you intend to do, and 

the themes you will be exploring in your research. 

2. Document your responses to the research tasks, exercises, and any 

other activities you choose to do. 

3. Produce a reflective commentary that summarises the work you have 

done, and articulates the rationales for the choices within the Project Plan.  

4. Share your Project Plan and reflective commentary with your tutor for 

feedback through a 1-2-1 tutorial. 


	Unit aims
	About Stage Three study
	New to OCA study
	Feedback on the unit
	Unit content and structure
	Content, activities and support
	Project overview
	Content resources
	Assignments
	Midpoint review
	A reflective presentation
	Deadlines

	A flexible approach
	Practice and research
	Self-directed projects
	Work in progress
	Alternative formats

	Preparing for tutorials
	Your learning community
	Preparing for group activities

	Assessment
	Learning outcomes
	Assessment outcomes
	A selection of work

	Documenting your work
	Documenting 2D work
	Documenting 3D work

	Resources
	Digital resources
	Your resources
	Managing your time
	Health and safety
	Ethics
	Student handbook
	Working with a framework
	Self-directed projects
	Critical Review or Dissertation
	Research task: Critical strategies
	Project Plan
	Planning your Schedule

	Work in progress

	Exercise: Create a glossary
	Research task: Viewing Case Studies
	Exercise: Case study interview
	Research task: Beginning to locate your practice
	Exercise: Reflect, propose, and plan
	Reflective commentary

	Research task: Group activities

	Assignment One: Your Project Plan

