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Introduction 
Welcome to Contemporary Textile Crafts. 

The course unit is designed to assist you in exploring traditional craft based 

textiles. Knowledge and skills will be developed by examining a range of 

contemporary and historical practices and practitioners. 

You will investigate a range of textile craft techniques, exploring them in ways 

that suit a contemporary climate with knowledge of new materials and up to 

date ways of thinking about textile practice.   

Exercises are based on experimental sample development, using both 

conventional and unconventional textile materials, underpinned by research 

methodologies. These projects encourage you to take an individual approach 

and allow you to choose the direction of your practice.    

You will be asked to record and critically evaluate your ideas and outcomes in a  

Learning Log, using reflective thinking to make informed judgements in the 

creation of considered textile outcomes.  

The course unit is divided into ten projects, each with a series of lessons, 

exercises and research tasks: 

Project 1: Starting This Course Unit sets out in depth what this course unit 

entails and what you will need. You will be introduced to the other students on 

the course and reacquaint yourself with Critical Thinking Skills. You will also 

explore the first of five Textile Practitioner case studies as a way of framing 

textile practice in the context of craft. 

Project 2: What is Craft? is the first of four theory based projects. It is a short 

project that contextualises the practice of craft within art and design from a 

historical western perspective. 

Project 3: Sourcing Arts Based (Visual) Research is the first practical project in 

the course unit. Here you will be taken through a series of lessons that direct 

you in making primary work, in the form of drawing and photography, to be 

used later in the course unit. 
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Project 4: Creative Context of Hand Stitched Craft and Craft Practices is the 

second theory project in this course unit, preparing you for the practical 

investigations to come in project 5. The first two lessons introduce you to a small 

sample of sources that investigate what we know about embroidery and 

patchwork in a global and historical context. Lesson 3 will be your own 

investigation into contemporary textile craft practitioners. 

In Project 5: Textile Collage and Hand Stitch, you will begin to bring together 

the knowledge and understanding developed in projects 2 and 4, with the 

primary arts based research of project 3, to create a body of loose exploratory 

textile sampling. 

Project 6: Creative Context of Constructed Textiles and Constructed Textile 

Practices, is the third theory project in this course unit. Lessons 1 and 2 take 

you through a small number of sources that will develop your historical and 

global knowledge of knit, weave and basketry. Lesson 3 is then a personal 

enquiry into contemporary textile practices that involve construction techniques. 

This takes you into Project 7: Constructing Surface and Texture, where you 

will use this knowledge and understanding, along with the primary work of 

project 3, to explore creating constructed textile processes, resulting in a body of 

playful textile samples. 

Project 8: Contemporary Textile Craft Practices, is the final theory project of 

this course unit. It consists of four insightful case studies from contemporary 

textile practitioners. The aim is to continue to develop your knowledge and 

understanding of textile craft practices by hearing personal experiences. 

Project 9: Developing your Textile Craft Samples, is your opportunity to bring 

together everything you have learnt over the course of Contemporary Textile 

Crafts. You will do this by creating a new set of textile samples that you will 

present to your peers, as part of a reflective evaluation, that will then take your 

work into a more developed phase of sampling. 

The final section of this course unit, Project 10: Looking Back and Moving 

Forward, takes you through three lessons that prepare you and help you make 

the most of assessment and the reflection that comes from it.  
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Course Aims 

The course unit was written by experienced academics and creative practitioners 

in collaboration with OCA and aims to: 

A1: To enable the exploration of a range of textile craft techniques and practices. 

A2: To experiment and develop craft-based skills. 

A3: To develop knowledge of historical and contemporary textile craft practices 

and practitioners. 

A4: To introduce the concept and value of a research methodology.  

Learning Outcomes 

The Learning Outcomes for the course unit are:  

LO1: Construct experimental textile craft-based samples in a range of materials. 

LO2: Demonstrate textile craft skills through sample making. 

LO3: Examine historical and contemporary approaches to textile craft practice. 

LO4: Recognise research methodologies used in creative practice.  

Course Resources 

Here’s a general list of what you may need for this specific course unit:  

1. Throughout this unit you will be asked to record your thinking, we suggest 

you do this in a notebook, or digital device. The style of your notebook, if 

you choose it is up to you, it can be a small lined exercise book or a large 

plain sketchbook style.  

2. Digital camera, or camera phone for video recording and taking images.  

3. A range of drawing materials and substrates.   

4. A range of hand sewing tools and substrates. 

5. A range of textile construction tools and materials.  
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Feedback and Assessment 

You will be supported through the course unit by receiving formative feedback 

from a tutor, to help you develop your work. At the end of your course unit, if 

you are working towards a qualification, you will be able to submit for 

summative (formal) assessment. 

For assessment, you’ll need to submit a cross-section of the work you’ve done on 

this course unit, as outlined in your assessment guidelines.  

You can access both Assessment Guidelines and Assessment Criteria via the 

Assessment Guidance section available on OCA Learn. 

If you have any questions regarding assessment, please speak with your tutor. 

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=201
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Getting Started 

If you are new to OCA and to distance learning, the following sub-course will 

help you get started. It will introduce you to OCA study, what it means to be an 

OCA student, and provides guidance and signposting of essential and useful 

resources, contacts and details on joining in with the OCA community. 

If you have already studied another unit, or Foundation course, with OCA, you 

may want to use this as a refresher, or to help guide you around OCA Learn.  

Getting Started: An Introduction to OCA Study. 

Another important area for you as a student will be your degree department 

space (available under ‘My Courses’). Here you will find links to your course 

materials and additional resources, which are designed to support your learning. 

You can connect with your fellow students, and can also use this area to access 

online group sessions, ask questions to the tutor team and send messages to 

your tutors and peers. 

Starting your Course Unit 

You should now be ready to start your course unit. Don’t worry if you are still 

getting to grips with using your blog, adjusting to this form of learning, or don’t 

have all the resources you need. There’s plenty of time to develop these as you 

progress. Remember that if you get stuck along the way there’s support 

available from OCA and encouragement from your fellow students.  

Enjoy the rest of your studies! 

  

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68
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Project 1: Starting this Course 
Unit 
Welcome to Contemporary Textile Crafts. In this course unit, you will be 

introduced to the subject of Textile Craft. It covers historical and contemporary 

contextual studies and practical creative exercises.  

Start this introductory section by watching this 2.1 Introductory video.  

The theory element of this unit requires you to analyse a broad range of 

contextual research around contemporary and historical textiles. You will be 

asked to think critically about the definition of craft and the skills associated with 

it, in order to better understand your place within textile practice. From there 

you will be led into a global and historical investigation to widen your 

perspective. 

To complete the contextual research in this course, you will be asked to examine 

five case studies from contemporary artists and designers working in the field of 

textile crafts. We hope to begin to immerse you in some of the themes and 

contexts of textile crafts as a way of inspiring and developing your knowledge.  

The practical elements of this unit will ask you to use simple craft skills and 

materials in innovative and playful ways. As part of a creative research 

methodology, you are encouraged to use theory knowledge, reflective thinking 

and analysis to develop your work. Lessons are centred around experimental 

sample making and development, using conventional and unconventional textile 

materials. Encouraging you to take an individual approach and allowing you to 

develop your own direction of practice.  

As you work your way through this course unit, we ask you to have a notebook, 

or digital device at your side to record key information. You will be asked to 

record and critically evaluate your ideas and outcomes in a Learning Log, using 

reflective thinking to make informed judgements in the creation of considered 

textile outcomes. Throughout the unit you will be supported by tutors providing 

well-grounded, constructive, and challenging formative feedback, and 

opportunities for group learning supported by tutors and peers.  

https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=0484396c-ee1d-4578-8722-ad6400ec2c78
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The Learning Outcomes for this course unit are below. When it comes to 

assessment, these, along with the Assessment Criteria, will be used to measure 

the learning you have achieved. At regular intervals throughout the course unit, 

you will consider your progress against the Learning Outcomes and Assessment 

Criteria which can be found in the Assessment Guidance. This will help you 

understand the requirements of the course unit and prepare you for 

assessment.  

LO1: Construct experimental textile craft-based samples in a range of materials. 

LO2: Demonstrate textile craft skills through sample making. 

LO3: Examine historical and contemporary approaches to textile craft practice. 

LO4: Recognise research methodologies used in creative practice.  

At the end of each project, you will be asked to record, reflect and share 

aspects of your learning, either through self reflection, peer feedback, or tutor 

feedback. Using notes you make during the projects, you will be asked to create 

short evaluative posts for your OCA Spaces Learning Log. These can be either 

written with photographs, Google Slide presentations, video presentations, or a 

combination of all three. 

To give you a clearer understanding of the type of reflection we are looking for, 

we suggest you take a look at the following #WeAreOCA blog posts: 

● Discussing and sharing the qualities of your work by Rebecca Fairley.  

● Talking Out Loud: Reflective videos within textile practice by Amy 

Tidmarsh.  

● We also ask you to explore the Student Videos section in the Textiles 

Gallery Spaces. 

In order to garner peer feedback, knowledge and support, you will regularly be 

asked to add to the Contemporary Textile Crafts padlet page. 

This is an informal space where you can see the progress and learning of other 

students on your course unit. It will also assist you in making more informed and 

rigorous work through sharing and listening to the thoughts of other students. 

In project 9, as you near the end of the course, you will be asked to more 

formally present your work to some of your fellow students. You will be 

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=201
https://www.oca.ac.uk/weareoca/study-tips/discussing-and-sharing-the-qualities-of-your-work/
https://www.oca.ac.uk/weareoca/textiles/talking-out-loud-reflective-videos-within-textile-practice/
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/mod/lti/view.php?id=11669
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/mod/lti/view.php?id=11669
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/mod/lti/view.php?id=11669
https://oca.padlet.org/jennyudale/np1v44twthm4vrzk
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introduced to a range of ways of doing this, taking into account your needs and 

style. 

Developing a Network 

As a student, it is important to make contact with your peers. This is invaluable 

for support and shared learning activities. To begin with, use the Contemporary 

Textile Crafts Padlet to introduce yourself and say something about your studies 

so far within textiles. You will be using this padlet throughout this course unit to 

share your creative practice with your peers and members of the stage 2 tutor 

team including your Programme Leader. The intention is that this padlet page 

will develop into a vibrant studio space where you, your peers and teaching staff 

can share thoughts and discuss creative practice.  

Revisiting Health and Safety  

In the Resources section of the Textiles Department, there is information about 

keeping yourself safe whilst studying. The discipline of textiles can bring you into 

contact with tools and materials that have the potential to harm you, or those 

around you. Please take some time to go through this information again and 

return to it regularly during your studies. 

 

  

https://oca.padlet.org/jennyudale/np1v44twthm4vrzk
https://oca.padlet.org/jennyudale/np1v44twthm4vrzk
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=133
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Lesson 1: Tools and Materials 

Familiarise yourself with the different types of threads and needles that 

are commonly used in embroidery and stitch work. 

The following two minute video explains the most common types of threads and 

weights used for embroidery, but we would like you to consider that there are 

no rules, you can stitch with a variety of materials beyond what is presented 

here.  

● 15 different types of Hand Embroidery Floss & Thread (Fils): Which is best for 

you? (2 minutes 2 seconds).  

The following text explains the kind of needles that are available and how they 

are commonly used: 

● Fischer, A (2015) ”Sewing for Fashion Designers” (pp 12-14) (estimated 

reading time 15 minutes). 

A list of materials and tools that you may need for this unit can be found in the 

Materials Resource List PDF, available in the Resources section. 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRsp4SQecok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRsp4SQecok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRsp4SQecok
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=2048462&ppg=12
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=2048462&ppg=12
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=2048462&ppg=12
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Lesson 2: Case Study - Heather Orr 

In preparation for the course, we would like you to now work your way 

through this case study about the designer maker, Heather Orr. 

Heather Orr In Her Studio. Image courtesy of Heather Orr. 

Based in Folkestone’s Creative Quarter in South East England, Heather Orr 

specialises in Constructed Textiles. The Heather Orr studio creates innovative 

lighting and handmade interior products, using traditional textile processes, for 

the contemporary interior 

As you work through the information, make notes about any key aspects and 

details that feel important to you. You will be using these notes at the end of 

project 1, so keep them safe.  

● Start by viewing this video presentation about the practitioner Heather 

Orr.  

https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=d162419a-ca80-4a35-a086-adb400b66e3f&start=0.795159
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● Now watch the video, Project 1: Case Study Heather Orr, where she 

explains how she uses macrame within her work and how her practice is 

developing (22 minutes 47 seconds). 

● To complete this case study view this short video, Heather Orr (2018) (40 

seconds), where you will see some of Heathers products and processes.  

https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=4c25231f-ed16-4d39-b534-ad3a00a7de41
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCywRtX3vkY&ab_channel=HeatherOrr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCywRtX3vkY&ab_channel=HeatherOrr
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Some of Heather Orr’s products and an image from her online classes. Images courtesy 

of Heather Orr. 
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Lesson 3: The Importance of Critical Thinking  

As a stage 2 course unit, you are now expected to have a greater understanding 

of what critical thinking is and you will have developed your skills in this area. In 

this lesson, we ask you to read and make notes on chapters 2, 3 and 4 of 

the online book, How to Improve your Critical Thinking and Reflective Skills. 

These chapters cover: 

● Critical Thinking: How to develop a logical approach to analysis and 

problem solving 

● Reflective thinking: How to evaluate your feelings in academic contexts 

● Creative thinking: How to generate innovative and original ideas. 

McMillan, K., & Weyers, J. (2012) ‘Key Approaches to Thinking’ (pp. 15-52) In: How to 

Improve Your Critical Thinking & Reflective Skills, Harlow: Pearson Education 

Limited. 

  

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=6401003&ppg=28
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=6401003&ppg=28
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=6401003&ppg=28
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=6401003&ppg=28
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=6401003&ppg=28
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucreative-ebooks/reader.action?docID=6401003&ppg=28
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Assignment 1: Record, Reflect and 
Share 
To complete this “Starting this Course Unit” section, answer the questions below: 

1. List the Learning Outcomes for this unit and your initial thoughts 

about them in your notebook, or digital device - are there any that you 

feel might be difficult to achieve, or you are particularly looking forward 

to? 

2. Padlet networking exercise - add a short post about the Heather Orr 

case study to the Contemporary Textile Crafts Padlet. This could be an 

element of her practice you found interesting, like the materials she uses, 

the colour palette or her approach. 

3. Critical thinking study guides - note 3 key points in your notebook, or 

digital device ,from the text that you found particularly helpful, or 

enlightening.  

4. Create your first Learning Log post - using your notes, create a post that 

introduces some of the key things you have learned during project 1. 

This may include something about the case study, the critical thinking text, 

the tools and materials you expect to use, or your first thoughts about the 

Learning Outcomes. 

As an initial post this can be quite short, it can be written with supporting 

images, a video presentation, Google Slides presentation, or audio 

podcast. Aim for around 200 words, or around 2 minutes video/audio, 

or 5 Google Slides.  

Before moving onto Project Two, let your tutor know you’ve completed Project 1 

by accessing this assignment activity, and selecting the ‘Add Submission’ option, 

before adding a link to your learning log and a message for your tutor in the 

‘Online Text’ area. Following this, you can then select ‘Save Changes’, followed by 

‘Submit Assignment’ on the following page. Your tutor will then let you know 

once they have left a comment on your Padlet post. 

Should you find it helpful, the Submitting Assignments video demonstrates the 

process of submitting your assignment using OCA Learn.  

https://oca.padlet.org/jennyudale/np1v44twthm4vrzk
https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=bac8010a-aa23-4749-a340-ac3900d3ee58&query=submitting%20assignments
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