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Introduction 
Welcome to Creative Arts 1.1 Experience Creative Arts. 

Experience Creative Arts is the first unit of stage one. This unit considers Time 

and Place as both subject and material across the Creative Arts. As the unit 

develops, you will explore creative archive practices to consider your relation 

to time and place.  

You will develop your understanding of interdisciplinary approaches and 

explore a variety of skills that may be applied as you gradually build your 

practice based approach. Exercises and assignments will require you to 

research, reflect on, and develop your understanding of the creative arts, while 

related practical exercises will enable you to combine context with practice. 

Experience Creative Arts introduces you to critical research skills and builds on 

your creative skills by responding to contextual research points. The unit 

provides opportunities to present and communicate your developing ideas. 

Your tutor will support you in your learning, encouraging you to experiment with 

and test ideas that will help your discipline choices as you progress. 

Course Aims 

The course unit was written by experienced academics and creative practitioners 

in collaboration with OCA and aims to: 

1. Introduce you to contemporary theories of time/place and provide a 

practical overview of interdisciplinarity. 

2. Introduce you to a choice of disciplines for the development of creative 

skills. 

3. Develop self-directed critical thinking and reflective writing skills to 

respond to creative arts theories and practice. 

4. Enable you to communicate ideas and present these for appraisal. 

  

https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=f1b88960-2123-48ea-a8c2-ad8a00ac026d&start=0
https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=f1b88960-2123-48ea-a8c2-ad8a00ac026d&start=0
https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=f1b88960-2123-48ea-a8c2-ad8a00ac026d&start=0
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Learning Outcomes 

The learning outcomes for the course unit are: 

1. Demonstrate an awareness of a range of contemporary theories and 

practice in the creative arts. 

2. Apply and test a range of creative skills to investigate theories of time and 

place. 

3. Demonstrate self-directed research skills across theories and practices of 

creative arts. 

4. Reflect and review your practical work and communication of ideas. 

Course Breakdown 

The course unit is divided into 10 parts, each with a series of projects, research 

tasks, exercises, and practical work: 

Project 1: The Shape of Time. Summarise your understanding of how time is 

used as a material for shaping art works from the lecture and disciplines you 

have encountered. 

Project 2: Encountering Time - A Critical Analysis. Develop academic skills 

and learn how to analyse the creative work you’re encountering 

Project 3: Understanding Interdisciplinarity. Introduction to Interdisciplinarity 

and its context within the creative arts with examples from case studies. 

Project 4: Developing Methods - Traces of Time. Experiment, test and apply 

your practical skills to a range of methods that explore time as a subject and 

material. 

Project 5: Developing Methods - A Sense of Time and Place. Explore the 

ideas, methods and contexts for Place in relation to your practical experiments 

with Time. 

Project 6: The Politics of Place. Consider a range of creative works that form 

political connections with place. 
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Project 7: Place and Time in the Archive. Learn about what archives are and 

how practitioners have used the subject or archive in response to time and 

place. 

Project 8: Creating an Archive. Use the learning you have acquired on archives 

and understanding of time and place to create your own archive. 

Project 9: Contextualising your Archive. Bring together your ideas on Time 

and Place and their connection to your archive through a 1000 word essay or 8 

minute presentation. 

Project 10: Presenting your work. Present your archive to your peers for 

comment and discussion. Refine, reflect and present your archive, essay and 

creative work for this unit to your tutor for summary feedback. 

Course Resources 

Here’s a general list of what you may need for this specific course unit: 

● Access to the internet. 

● A notebook or journal for keeping notes (this may be either physical or 

digital). 

● A sketchbook or a range of paper and drawing materials. 

● A camera. 

● A sound recording device (this might just be on your phone).   

Think about any other materials, tools, or other resources you might need, as 

well as items from the above specialist subject-related equipment that would be 

useful. In projects 4, 5, and 8 you will be engaged in a variety of practical 

activities which will require you to make choices about the processes and 

materials you use. You may wish to experiment with a wider range of drawing 

materials and papers, explore stitching, collage, or spend more time with audio 

recording depending on where your Creative Arts interests lie. Your personal 

choices will impact the materials you might use. 

You will find the reading list for this unit in the Resources section. 

The Experience Creative Arts Forum and Experience Creative Arts Padlet are 

used throughout this unit and are your go-to resources for interacting with your 

peers and for completion of certain exercises throughout this unit. 

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=264#section-12
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/mod/forum/view.php?id=13554
https://oca.padlet.org/pad3713/2ks627fjwsgnqd1
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Feedback and Assessment 

You will be supported through the course unit by receiving formative feedback 

from a tutor, to help you develop your work. At the end of your course unit, if 

you are working towards a qualification, you will be able to submit for 

summative (formal) assessment. 

For assessment you’ll need to submit a cross-section of the work you’ve done on 

this course unit, as outlined in your assessment guidelines.  

You can access the Assessment Criteria via the Assessment Guidance section 

available on OCA Learn. 

If you’ve any questions regarding assessment, please speak with your tutor. 

Getting Started 

If you are new to OCA and to distance learning, the following sub-course will 

help you get started. It will introduce you to OCA study, what it means to be an 

OCA student, and provides guidance and signposting of essential and useful 

resources, contacts and details on joining in with the OCA Community. If you 

have already studied another unit or Foundation course with OCA, you may 

want to use this as a refresher, or to help guide you around OCA Learn.  

Getting Started: An Introduction to OCA Study 

Another important area for you as a student will be your degree department 

space (available under ‘My Courses’). Here you will find links to your course 

materials and additional resources which are designed to support your learning. 

You can connect with your fellow students, and can also use this area to access 

online group sessions, ask questions to the tutor team and send messages to 

your tutors and peers. 

Starting your course unit 

You should now be ready to start your course unit. Don’t worry if you are still 

getting to grips with using your blog, adjusting to this form of learning, or don’t 

have all the resources you need. There’s plenty of time to develop these as you 

progress. Remember that if you get stuck along the way there’s support 

available from OCA and encouragement from your fellow students.  

Enjoy the rest of your studies! 

https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=201
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68https://learn.oca.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=68
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SENSITIVE CONTENT DISCLAIMER 

Please be aware that this course material contains sensitive content, which may 

include; nudity, reference to physical or mental illness, and controversial social, 

political or religious views. 

If you have any concerns or feel you may be affected by content of this nature, 

please contact our Learner Support Team for advice at: 

learnersupport@oca.ac.uk 
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Project 1: The Shape of Time 
In this first project for Experience Creative Arts you will be introduced to some of 

the skills that will help you develop for successful academic study through 

looking at a range of Creative works.  

There will be a variety of exercises for you to complete, including watching a 

lecture to enable you to reflect on time as subject and material in Creative Arts 

to widen your knowledge of context. There will be reading activities to enable 

you to develop your academic reading and to help you start a glossary of terms, 

which you will develop through this module to deepen your understanding. You 

will also be adding evidence of your scheduled and independent learning and 

reflection to your blog to demonstrate your developing work and ideas. 

Exercise 1: Ma(r)king Time 

In your learning log write a reflective summary on your current thoughts 

about time. This is an opportunity to consider your wider understanding of time 

and to record your starting point at the beginning of this unit.   

Are you aware of creative works that explore what time is? Here you might 

consider a range of works including examples from music, film, novels, art 

works, and philosophy. How do they engage with or use time?  

Write a little bit about these works in your learning log. 

Briefly outline your thoughts about the art work by Milou Van Ham and Moniek 

Driesse, Ma(r)king Time (2014) 

What do you understand by the phrase ‘Ma(r)king Time’?  

Add a reflective comment to the ECA unit forum for this topic. 

  

https://www.moniekdriesse.com/Ma-r-king-Time
https://www.moniekdriesse.com/Ma-r-king-Time
https://www.moniekdriesse.com/Ma-r-king-Time
https://www.moniekdriesse.com/Ma-r-king-Time
https://learn.oca.ac.uk/mod/forum/view.php?f=471
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Engaging with Context 

To develop your study and understanding you will be exploring a wide range of 

creative works and theoretical texts through reading, viewing, writing, listening, 

watching and making. It is important to record your engagement with a range of 

contextual sources and to respond in a variety of ways, evidencing your 

encounters through reflection, note-taking, mind-mapping, drawing. 

Note taking 

As a Creative Arts student what might you need to take notes for?  

There will be others you might add to this list. 

● Retaining and digesting information from lectures and seminars  

● Problem solving or expressing ideas - to get your thoughts on paper to 

clarify ideas 

● Visualising connections and concepts with the help of diagrams or 

sketches 

● Reflecting on your own practice, progress, strengths and weaknesses 

There are many available methods and tools for digital and analogue note-

taking. You may want to trial different approaches to find something that suits 

your style of learning, or you may be familiar and confident at taking notes. 

Research Task: Note-taking skills 

You will find it useful to research and explore several different methods of note 

taking. These may include: 

● The Cornell Method  

● Mind-mapping or Flow-based note-taking  

● The Feynman method  

as well as other techniques and forms of digital or analogue note-taking.  

Reflect on your findings in your learning log. 

● What note taking methods have you found? 

● Do you generally prefer analogue or digital or a combination of both? 

● Which do you feel might work best for you? 

● Which new method will you test? 
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Exercise 2: Lecture 

The Shape of Time is an OCA lecture in three parts which explores a range of 

works from across the Creative Arts disciplines which approach Time as subject 

and material.  

The lecture takes, as its starting point, the philosophical considerations of 

George Kubler, exploring the idea that we share a collective creative will 

passed from one to another throughout our history. Included are examples 

from a range of practitioners who use time to understand the world around 

them and build connections with the places and cultures that inform their work. 

The aim is for you to use this lecture as an entry point into the wider creative 

world that you will explore as part of your studies on this course. 

You will find there are lots of starting points for your own further research in the 

lecture. You can keep returning to it throughout this unit and use various images 

and ideas as a springboard for your own, and to add more visual and contextual 

research to your blog. 

Listen to the three part lecture and make notes using techniques from 

your research. Add your notes to your learning log. 

Tip 

When listening to online lectures you have the ability to pause and rewind, or 

watch multiple times. This enables you to absorb the information at your own 

pace.  

It is likely you will be coming across new material and so the mind needs time to 

process new concepts. A strategy to assist you in digesting fresh information is 

to listen more than once, as this will help you understand more fully. If you listen 

to the lecture first without taking notes, and then listen again for the purpose of 

note-taking your mind will be more at ease and the quality of your note taking 

will improve.  

The Shape of Time - Introduction  

The Shape of Time - Part 1  

The Shape of Time - Part 2  

https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=9c72cc9d-fdae-4aeb-86b1-ad4000e13199
https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=a5eb0263-630c-48c2-bf51-ad400112b647&start=27.161816
https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=55b79062-c9ec-47e2-9e5e-ad40010d7c30&start=34.818728
https://oca.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=55b79062-c9ec-47e2-9e5e-ad40010d7c30
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In the Resources section you will find a PDF which includes a list of the content, 

images and references for the lecture, entitled ‘The Shape of Time: References 

and Further Reading’. 

Reading about Art 

As Creative Arts students studying across a range of disciplines, why and how do 

we read?  

● For enjoyment?  

● To discover new ideas?  

● To learn or develop our understanding?  

● To develop our practice? 

As part of your studies you will be required to read a range of theoretical and 

creative texts. You will find the suggested reading list, in the Resources section, 

a useful place to start your wider reading. 

Tip 

Make notes when reading. These notes will summarise your understanding, 

and might also include questions, words to look up, your reflective thoughts in 

process, quotes of interest with page numbers or ideas for further research. 

Don’t be afraid to dip into books, you don’t need to read every single book from 

cover to cover. Pick out chapters with interesting or relevant titles and/or read 

the introduction and conclusion. 

If you are searching for journals, carefully read the abstract (as this will give you 

a good idea of whether underneath the seemingly relevant title this article is 

actually what you are looking for). 

Keep an annotated version of your Bibliography or any wider reading on 

your blog. Write a brief summary of each text, as well as noting down useful 

quotes with page numbers — this makes the process more useful in the long 

run. 

There are a variety of suggested reading methods to help you develop your 

reading skills for academic study. Below is a summary of the SQR3 method. 
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SQR3 

● Survey 

Look through the article, chapter, or book. Read the introduction and 

headings to get a sense of whether it is useful. Use the index, the contents 

page, the chapter titles, or keywords to skim for what is important. 

● Question 

Examine the text in detail. Pose questions about the ideas in the text. 

Highlight the most relevant sections. What are the most salient points? 

Who is the author and what is their field of expertise? What are the aims 

of the book and where is the evidence for the argument? How is it related 

to the rest of the book, the course, your work and ideas. 

● Read 

Go back to a highlighted or relevant section. Read this part of the text 

again. Firstly, to gain a general sense of the main and important points. 

Secondly, read carefully to make notes about the important or relevant 

points for your study. 

● Recall 

When you are finished reading the specific chosen section, go over it in 

your mind a few times. Outline the main points without referring the text 

in order to fully digest the information 

● Review 

Finally, revisit the text again. Make notes of anything you may have 

missed. Expand your notes with any further thoughts or detail. Go back 

over your posed questions from the first stage to ensure you have 

considered potential answers. Are there other things you might need to 

know, and what will you read or research next? Are there books in the 

references for this text that may be useful to further your exploration? 

You can find out more information about SQR3 or other reading methods on 

various academic websites to expand and develop your reading skills for 

academic study. 
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Exercise 3: The Art of Contemporary Experience  

Begin your reading with the following text, using the SQR3 method: 

Kalb, P (2013) ‘The Art of Contemporary Experience’ In: Kalb, P (ed.) Art Since 1980: 

Charting the Contemporary. London: Lawrence King Publishing Ltd. pp 280-290. 

Add notes and a reflection from your reading on your learning log. 

Further Reading  

Groom, A. (Ed.) (2014) Time. Documents of Contemporary Art. London: 

Whitechapel Gallery and MIT Press. 

Cummings, A. (2017) ‘Art Time, Life Time: Tehching Hsieh’. 

Sze, S. (2019) ‘How we experience time and memory through art’.  

Developing a Glossary 

You’ll be required to read a range of theoretical and creative texts as part of an 

Arts degree. This can be a bit daunting at first as you’ll come across words that 

you’ll have to look up in the dictionary, and it can take time to get into the flow of 

this. It does become easier with practice and you’ll find many of the same words 

come up time and time again. It’s a good idea to get to grips with these words, 

make yourself a glossary and use the terms yourself in your written pieces. You 

might find the following examples from Tate’s online glossary helpful with some 

of the terms you’re encountering: The Tate Guide to Modern Art Terms. 

No matter where you are in your study journey, there will always be words that 

need looking up and unpicking to enable a closer understanding of the text. 

Eventually your glossary will develop into a list of terms that underpin your 

research with an explanation of how you are understanding and using them.  

  

https://contentstore.cla.co.uk/secure/link?id=c20791be-4139-eb11-80cd-005056af4099
https://contentstore.cla.co.uk/secure/link?id=c20791be-4139-eb11-80cd-005056af4099
https://contentstore.cla.co.uk/secure/link?id=c20791be-4139-eb11-80cd-005056af4099
https://contentstore.cla.co.uk/secure/link?id=c20791be-4139-eb11-80cd-005056af4099
https://contentstore.cla.co.uk/secure/link?id=c20791be-4139-eb11-80cd-005056af4099
https://contentstore.cla.co.uk/secure/link?id=c20791be-4139-eb11-80cd-005056af4099
https://www.tate.org.uk/research/research-centres/tate-research-centre-asia/event-report-tehching-hsieh
https://www.ted.com/talks/sarah_sze_how_we_experience_time_and_memory_through_art#t-521546
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms
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Exercise 4: Glossary 

In academic study, to help with understanding and clarity of meaning, it is useful 

to develop a Glossary. Glossaries contain keywords with definitions so that 

any reader is clear about how the terms in a piece of writing are being used. 

Often particular words may be used in different fields and can hold different 

nuanced meanings. Words can change meaning over time, or can be interpreted 

differently by particular theorists.  

You can use a Glossary to keep a record of definitions to help your own 

understanding initially, and gradually this list of keywords can be built to allow 

you to unpick particular terms to explore different interpretations of themes or 

words relevant to your own practice.  

● Develop your own Glossary specifically related to Time and Place.  

● Add this to your learning log. 

As you progress through this unit you should keep adding to the list of words 

that appear in your glossary. You can also include several entries, descriptions or 

definitions for individual terms from different locations, writers, or makers. You 

can use all the resources you have explored so far to help develop your own 

wider research to find descriptions or definitions for these terms. 

You can start by researching the following terms in relation to Time in the 

Creative Arts to start your Glossary: 

● Memory 

● Duration 

● Time-based media 

● Ephemeral 

● Permanence 

● Contemporary 

● Temporal 

There may be other words you have already had to look up in your reading so 

far and you can also add these to your Glossary.  
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Assignment One: The Shape of Time 
At the beginning of this project you were asked to write about your 

understanding of Time.  

You have watched the lecture The Shape of Time, and made notes on the works 

explored, you have read and made notes on The Art of Contemporary Experience 

(2013) and you have started your Glossary to develop your understanding of 

terms used in relation to Time in the Creative Arts. 

For this assignment you will need to add a blog post to evidence the following: 

1. Go back and review all of your work so far. Reflect on your progress 

and note any changes to your thinking since starting the course. How are 

you developing your skills and knowledge in relation to your study? 

2. Summarise your understanding of how time is used as a material for 

shaping art works from the Creative Arts disciplines you have 

encountered. 

3. Reflect on your reading and understanding of ‘The Art of Contemporary 

Experience’. 

4. What questions do you have about your work so far in relation to the 

exercises and research you have done? 

Submit your assignment work, any questions and links to blog posts, padlets or 

any other digital format of your work to your tutor via this assignment.  

Your tutor will be in touch to respond to your questions, send formative 

feedback and support your studies. 
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